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Dear Sir: TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 ° 

In accordance with the Applicant's duty of disclosure toward the Patent Office, the 
Applicant wishes to bring to the attention of the Examiner the references noted on the attached 
Form PTO-1449. The references were recently cited in an International Search Report mailed 
January 15, 1999. Enclosed for the Examiner's information are copies of the references and the 
International Search Report. 

Applicants note reference U.S. Patent No. 4,908,784 to Box et al. also listed in the 
search report was previously cited to or by the Examiner. 



CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of information contained 
in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application as indicated above, not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Statement. 



No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 
U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or 
otherwise, to establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not 
represent that a reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a 
reference is intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 
provisions of M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached 
Form 1449, marked as being considered and initialled by the Examiner, to the undersigned with 
the next official communication. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL, 
WELTER & SCHMIDT, P.A. 
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90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402 
(612) 332-5300 
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